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Past, Present, and Future
How can we use wisdom from the past to build a better future?
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Module 1: Launch the Inquiry

Students begin the Inquiry with an engaging, thought-provoking activity to hook them into the inquiry process.
They are introduced to the Inquiry Question and their initial InvestigationQuestions begin to surface. No
pre-teaching is required for students to start the Inquiry.

ModuleObjectives:

● Compare different accounts of the same event
● Reflect on the past to explore concepts of time

Module 2: How is time a part of every story?

Students begin to explore time by investigating how the concepts of past, present, and future are a part of
every story, including their own. They evaluate nonfiction sources, observe time passing, and learn to look for
clues that help them identify when in time things might have occurred. They combine their learning from the
module to create an autobiographical statement about their past, present, and future.

ModuleObjectives:

● Explain the concepts of past, present, and future
● Describe how different sources can be used to learn about the past
● Construct autobiographical statements that represent the past, present, and future

Module 3:Whatwisdom canwe gain from cycles in time?

Students discover that we can see time passing by looking at the changes that happen around us, such as when
seasons change or people grow older. They also consider how some things stay the same, how cycles and
patterns repeat, and how people track time in similar ways tomake plans together. They use their new
understanding of time tomake predictions and plan for the future.

ModuleObjectives:

● Explain cycles and patterns of time that exist in nature (ex. night and day, seasons)
● Explain how time can be described using increments andmeasures (ex. months of the year, weeks in a

month, days of the week)
● Describe how tools are used to track time and plan for the future



Module 4:Whatwisdom canwe gain from others in the past?

Students focus on how historical events have led to wisdom. They examine several case studies of historical
events and innovations to determine the actions taken, outcomes of those actions, and the lessons learned that
impact our lives today. Then, students apply these larger lessons to their own contemporary lives, reflecting on
their ideas, andmaking a plan to improve their claim through peer critique.

ModuleObjectives:

● Explain howwe can learn from experiences of the past tomake predictions and plan for the future
● Analyze historical sources and describe relationships between actions and outcomes
● Explain the importance of learning from previous outcomes
● Use evidence to support a claim about planning or preparing for the future
● Exchange ideas through discussion

Module 5:Whatwisdom canwe gain from our own actions?

Students build on the skills they have learned across the Inquiry to consider how they can use their
understanding of time to take action or change outcomes for a better future. Students then conclude the
module by reviewing the key learning from the unit to help them prepare to take action. They work together to
develop an Inquiry Challenge Statement that describes the action they will take, the product they will create,
the people they will affect, and the goals they will work toward in the ActionModule.

ModuleObjectives:

● Explain howwe can learn from our own experience and the experiences of others tomake predictions
and plan for the future

● Analyze and describe relationship between actions and outcomes
● Explain the importance of wisdom
● Use evidence to support a claim about planning or preparing for the future

Module 6: Take InformedAction

Students shift focus in this module, using the conclusions and key findings from their investigation to impact
the world beyond their classroom. The lessons guide students through the stages of the design process,
including brainstorming and developing their ideas, creating a prototype, evaluating and improving their work
based on feedback, and preparing to share the work publicly. Finally, they reflect on the knowledge and skills
they developed during the Inquiry.

ModuleObjectives:

● Draw on disciplinary concepts to explain opportunities for addressing local, regional, or global
problems

● Generate, evaluate, and implement ideas to act on civic challenges in the school or wider community,
and predict possible results of those actions

● Use a range of deliberative and democratic procedures tomake decisions about effective courses of
action

● Take ownership of work in terms of quality, degree of challenge, revision, and completion
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