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Navigating School
How can wemake school a great place for everyone?
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Module 1: Launch the Inquiry

Students begin the Inquiry with an engaging, thought-provoking activity to hook them into the inquiry process.
They are introduced to the Inquiry Question and their initial InvestigationQuestions begin to surface. No
pre-teaching is required for students to start the Inquiry.

ModuleObjectives:

● Generate ideas about places, activities, and norms at school
● Recognize key vocabulary for the Inquiry, with support

Module 2:What does it mean to navigate school?

Students unpack what it means to navigate school physically and socially. They learn about the various
locations around school, discuss behavioral norms, and practice those norms in conjunction with learning how
to communicate navigation around the school and classroom. By the end of this module, students understand
how tomove around the school and show appropriate behaviors for different parts of the school environment.

ModuleObjectives:

● Use evidence from a source to gather information about school locations, activities, and norms
● Create representations of important features of school locations
● Describe andmodel the behavioral norms for different spaces
● Explain the importance of rules and norms for the school community

Module 3:Who is here to helpme?

Students investigate and show appreciation for school helpers, identifying some of the people who dedicate
their days to helping them at school. They consider what questionsmight help them learnmore about their
school helpers. After settling on some strong questions, students conduct an actual interviewwith a school
helper in service of learningmore about the people and the work that helpmake school a great place.

ModuleObjectives:

● Identify individuals within the school community and how they contribute to the school’s success
● Generate interview questions about the roles and responsibilities of adults in the school community
● Gather information through an interview



● Make reasoned claims about the importance of a school helper
● Givemeaningful critique feedback

Module 4:What helpful choices can Imake as a student?

Students learn that making helpful choices is the key to creating a positive school community. They learn about
their own role at school and identify how to be responsible, safe, and respectful in their daily actions. Then,
students consider something they can do to helpmake school a happy and productive place for all.

ModuleObjectives:

● Analyze students’ own roles and responsibilities as members of a classroom and school community
● Describe how personal choices contribute to the school community

Module 5: How can I be a problem solver?

Students investigate common problems that arise at school, analyze the possible causes, and brainstormways
to solve them. They look for challenges and opportunities within the school community to prepare for taking
informed action. Students conclude this module by working together to develop an Inquiry Challenge
Statement that describes the action they will take, the product they will create, the people they will affect, and
the goals they will work toward in the ActionModule.

ModuleObjectives:

● Analyze problems and their causes in various locations at school
● Analyze strategies for solving problems at school
● Use evidence to draw conclusions about conflict resolution
● Predict the outcomes of actions
● Generate ideas about challenges and opportunities related to the school community

Module 6: Take InformedAction

Students shift focus in this module, using the conclusions and key findings from their investigation to impact
the world beyond their classroom. The lessons guide students through the stages of the design process,
including brainstorming and developing their ideas, creating a prototype, evaluating and improving their work
based on feedback, and preparing to share the work publicly. Finally, they reflect on the knowledge and skills
they developed during the Inquiry.

ModuleObjectives:

● Draw on disciplinary concepts to explain opportunities for addressing local, regional, or global
problems

● Generate, evaluate, and implement ideas to act on civic challenges in the school or wider community,
and predict possible results of those actions

● Use a range of deliberative and democratic procedures tomake decisions about effective courses of
action

● Take ownership of work in terms of quality, degree of challenge, revision, and completion
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