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The Colonial Era
How can facing the complexities of America’s past help us to

meet the challenges of the present?

—————————————————————————————————————— ———————————————————————————————

Module 1: Launch the Inquiry

Students begin the Inquiry with an engaging, thought-provoking activity to hook them into the inquiry process.
They are introduced to the Inquiry Question and their initial InvestigationQuestions begin to surface. No
pre-teaching is required for students to start the Inquiry.

ModuleObjectives:

● Engage in collaborative discussion
● Make predictions, observations, and inferences about goals and impacts of colonization

Module 2:What did the colonization of the So-Called NewWorld represent for
Indigenous Americans, Africans, and Europeans?

Students explore the reasons for European colonization and identify push and pull factors that caused nations
and individuals to set their sights on the Americas. They read about the collision of three worlds and begin to
consider the consequences of exploration and colonization for Africans, Europeans, and Indigenous peoples.

ModuleObjectives:

● Describe themotivations that gave rise to European exploration and colonization of North America
● Describe how sea exploration and the Columbian Exchange ushered in an era of global transformation

that had significant impacts on Africans, Europeans, and Indigenous peoples
● Create representations showing what the So-Called NewWorld represented for various groups (ex.

homeland, wilderness, wealth, freedom, loss of freedom)

Module 3: How do cooperation and conflict affect the survival of a community?

Students compare and contrast the experiences of colonists in the early settlements of Jamestown and
Plymouth. They use primary and secondary sources to gather evidence about the goals, challenges, and
decision-making that guided the establishment of these early settlements. They investigate the complex
interactions that European leaders hadwith Indigenous peoples and one another. Then, students make a claim
about whether a settlement was built through cooperation, conflict, or both.

ModuleObjectives:

● Analyze primary and secondary sources to gather evidence about goals, setbacks, and decision-making
in the establishment of the first European settlements



● Investigate examples of cooperation and conflict in early European settlements (Jamestown and
Plymouth)

● Use evidence and reasoning to support a claim about cooperation or conflict in an early European
settlement

Module 4: How did culture, geography, and economics shape the development of
different colonial regions?

Students explore how andwhy colonies differed greatly in their purpose, political organization, economic
structure, and religious practice. They investigate how geography influenced regional economies, which, in
turn, helped institutionalize the practice of slavery across the colonies and fuel the global slave trade.

ModuleObjectives:

● Synthesize and compare information about the characteristics (geographic, economic, cultural) of the
New England,Middle, and Southern colonies

● Identify how geography shaped the development of unique regional economies and cultures
● Describe the relationship between global trade, cash crops, and the rise of slavery
● Engage in collaborative discussion with peers

Module 5: How do social structures impact people?

Students investigate social structures that limited freedom and opportunity in colonial America. They explore
acts of resistance people took against those structures, and consider lingering evidence of historical limitations
that create division today. Students conclude this module by reviewing the key learning from the unit to help
them prepare to take action. They work together to develop an Inquiry Challenge Statement that describes the
action they will take, the product they will create, the people they will affect, and the goals they will work
toward in the ActionModule.

ModuleObjectives:

● Draw conclusions about how race, gender, and socioeconomics determined role, status, and
opportunity in colonial society

● Analyzemethods that people employed to exercise agency and resist unjust social structures in
colonial society

● Draw connections between the past and present
● Reflect on the content, context, and value of historical sources
● Generate ideas about ways to address challenges and opportunities related to the complexities of

America’s past and present
● Engage in collaborative discussion andwork with peers

Module 6: Take InformedAction

Students shift focus in this module, using the conclusions and key findings from their investigation to impact
the world beyond their classroom. The lessons guide students through the stages of the design process,
including brainstorming and developing their ideas, creating a prototype, evaluating and improving their work
based on feedback, and preparing to share the work publicly. Finally, they reflect on the knowledge and skills
they developed during the Inquiry.

ModuleObjectives:

● Draw on disciplinary concepts to explain opportunities for addressing local, regional, or global
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problems
● Generate, evaluate, and implement ideas to act on civic challenges in the school or wider community,

and predict possible results of those actions
● Use a range of deliberative and democratic procedures tomake decisions about effective courses of

action
● Take ownership of work in terms of quality, degree of challenge, revision, and completion
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