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The American Revolution
How can we promote life, liberty, and the

pursuit of happiness for all?
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Module 1: Launch the Inquiry

Students begin the Inquiry with an engaging, thought-provoking activity to hook them into the inquiry process.
They are introduced to the Inquiry Question and their initial InvestigationQuestions begin to surface. No
pre-teaching is required for students to start the Inquiry.

ModuleObjectives:

● Make predictions, observations, and inferences about revolutions as well as revolutionary people and
ideas

● Use sources to draw conclusions about themeaning of vocabulary terms (“revolution” and
“revolutionary”)

● Generate questions to guide the Inquiry

Module 2:What sparks a revolution?

In order to understandwhy the colonies united against Britain, students investigate the events leading up to
the RevolutionaryWar. They evaluate cause-and-effect relationships through an analysis of the circumstances
that sparked events, as well as the reactions to them from different perspectives. They also analyze
justifications for declaring independence fromBritish rule.

ModuleObjectives:

● Describe cause-and-effect relationships that sparked the American Revolution
● Explain perspectives of both colonists and the British surrounding issues and events in the 1770s

Module 3:What factors contribute to the success of a revolution?

Students learn about different success factors and compare the advantages and disadvantages of British and
colonial troops at the start of the RevolutionaryWar. They examine the course of the American Revolution to
analyze the roles of allies, resources, knowledge and expertise, leadership, and powerful messaging. Then, they
use evidence to form a claim about themost important factor that contributed to the outcome of the war.

ModuleObjectives:

● Explain factors that led to American victory and British defeat
● Describe the advantages and disadvantages each side had during the RevolutionaryWar (allies,

resources, knowledge and expertise, leadership, powerful messaging)
● Analyze evidence to draw conclusions about the impact of the events of the RevolutionaryWar



● Usemaps, graphs, and other representations to track the progression of the war, including key battles
that highlight the strategies used by both sides

Module 4:Whatmakes someone a revolutionary?

Students investigate the contributions and impacts of various individuals and groups to the American
Revolution. They examine paintings that depict pivotal moments before, during, and after the Revolutionary
War, and are challenged to propose their own revolutionary portrait. In creating their proposals, students
investigate well-known and lesser-known actors from the American Revolution, and determine howwell the
existing paintings represent the contributions of revolutionaries.

ModuleObjectives:

● Gather and analyze evidence from a variety of historical sources about the contributions of different
groups and individuals in the American Revolution

● Draw conclusions about how people contributed to the American Revolution and the impact of those
contributions

● Create a Painting Proposal explaining an individual or group’s contributions to the American
Revolution, andwhy they should be celebrated

Module 5:What role does compromise play in our attempts to live up to our ideals?

Students investigate the early days of the new nation to draw conclusions about what people had to do in
order to establish a functional government. They examine changes to governing documents and events
connected to them as they relate to the ideals of the American Revolution, including equality, unalienable
rights, the role of government, and the right to change the government. Students conclude this module by
reviewing the key learning from the Inquiry to help them prepare to take action. They work together to
develop an Inquiry Challenge Statement that describes the action they will take, the product they will create,
the people they will affect, and the goals they will work toward in the ActionModule.

ModuleObjectives:

● Investigate the evolution of American government in the early years of the United States and explain
why new governing documents were needed

● Explain key ideas about government as noted in US founding documents (Declaration of Independence,
Articles of Confederation, US Constitution, and the Bill of Rights)

● Explain the role of compromise in the drafting of the US Constitution and governing documents
● Draw conclusions about successful implementation of the revolution’s ideals, such as how the

evolution of government succeeded (inventing a representative democracy) andwhere it failed (the
continuation of slavery)

Module 6: Take InformedAction

Students shift focus in this module, using the conclusions and key findings from their investigation to impact
the world beyond their classroom. The lessons guide students through the stages of the design process,
including brainstorming and developing their ideas, creating a prototype, evaluating and improving their work
based on feedback, and preparing to share the work publicly. Finally, they reflect on the knowledge and skills
they developed during the Inquiry.

ModuleObjectives:

● Draw on disciplinary concepts to explain opportunities for addressing local, regional, or global
problems
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● Generate, evaluate, and implement ideas to act on civic challenges in the school or wider community,
and predict possible results of those actions

● Use a range of deliberative and democratic procedures tomake decisions about effective courses of
action

● Take ownership of work in terms of quality, degree of challenge, revision, and completion
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