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Native America
How can we better honor the cultural heritage of this land?
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Module 1: Launch the Inquiry

Students begin the Inquiry with an engaging, thought-provoking activity to hook them into the inquiry process.
They are introduced to the Inquiry Question and their initial InvestigationQuestions begin to surface. No
pre-teaching is required for students to start the Inquiry.

ModuleObjectives:

● Recognize that Indigenous history is American history
● Establish baseline knowledge about Indigenous American history and culture
● Generate questions to guide inquiry
● Recognize key vocabulary for the Inquiry, with support

Module 2: How does a relationship to the land shape culture andway of life?

Students investigate Indigenous cultural areas of the United States (Northwest Coast, California, Great Basin,
Plains, Southwest, Northeast, Southeast, and Plateau) to build the knowledge required to honor the cultural
heritage of this country. They gather evidence frommultiple sources to draw conclusions about the impact of
geography and natural resources on these unique cultures, walking awaywith an understanding of the
historical relationships between people and the land.

ModuleObjectives:

● Investigate and compare cultural and environmental characteristics of historical Indigenous cultural
areas of the United States

● Use findings to draw conclusions about how geography impacts way of life
● Select and present key ideas to an audience

Module 3:What can stories teach us about people and their environment?

Students investigate stories and storytelling as historical sources, and develop sourcing, corroboration, and
contextualization skills. They analyze a variety of Indigenous American stories to identify evidence about the
environment and cultures that the stories come from and draw conclusions about the importance of
storytelling as a way to transmit history and culture.

ModuleObjectives:

● Use information about a source to support interpretations of its content
● Analyze stories for evidence about environment and culture
● Compare information in sources to contextualize and corroborate findings
● Use evidence to draw conclusions about how stories transmit history and culture



Module 4: How can artifacts teach us about the past?

Students learn about the importance of artifacts in the study of history. They continue to practice the historical
thinking skills of sourcing, contextualization, and corroboration as they analyze artifacts from various cultural
areas. Then, they use their analysis of the artifacts to draw conclusions about the cultural heritage of
Indigenous Americans.

ModuleObjectives:

● Analyze artifacts for evidence about environment and culture
● Compare information in sources to contextualize and corroborate findings
● Use evidence to draw conclusions about how artifacts represent history and culture
● Analyze artifacts to identify evidence about their purpose and importance

Module 5: How can comparing sources deepen our understanding of an historical
event?

Students analyze historical sources to compare perspectives surrounding the event known as the “first
Thanksgiving.” They conclude this module by reviewing the key learning from the Inquiry to help them prepare
to take action. They work together to develop an Inquiry Challenge Statement that describes the action they
will take, the product they will create, the people they will affect, and the goals they will work toward in the
ActionModule.

ModuleObjectives:

● Evaluate and compare sources and perspectives about the event known as the “first Thanksgiving”
● Evaluate the strengths and limitations of sources
● Use evidence to support a claim about how historical sources support or challenge a dominant

narrative
● Identify challenges and opportunities related to understanding of Indigenous peoples’ history and

culture

Module 6: Take InformedAction

Students shift focus in this module, using the conclusions and key findings from their investigation to impact
the world beyond their classroom. The lessons guide students through the stages of the design process,
including brainstorming and developing their ideas, creating a prototype, evaluating and improving their work
based on feedback, and preparing to share the work publicly. Finally, they reflect on the knowledge and skills
they developed during the Inquiry.

ModuleObjectives:

● Draw on disciplinary concepts to explain opportunities for addressing local, regional, or global
problems

● Generate, evaluate, and implement ideas to act on civic challenges in the school or wider community,
and predict possible results of those actions

● Use a range of deliberative and democratic procedures tomake decisions about effective courses of
action

● Take ownership of work in terms of quality, degree of challenge, revision, and completion
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