Natural Resources of the US

How should we use the natural resources of the United States?

Module 1: Launch the Inquiry

Students begin the Inquiry with an engaging, thought-provoking activity to hook them into the inquiry process.
They are introduced to the Inquiry Question and their initial Investigation Questions begin to surface. No
pre-teaching is required for students to start the Inquiry.

Module Objectives:

e Analyze the relationship between use of resources and depletion of resources
e Infer or determine how to sustain a resource

Module 2: How is each region of the US unique?

Students are introduced to the five regions of the United States and begin investigating each region’s
characteristics, including natural resources, climate, geographic features, and agricultural products. They
consider how humans interact with and depend on their environment. Then, students compare regions to
determine what makes each region unique.

Module Objectives:

e Locate and name each region on a map of the US

e |dentify geographic features on a map of US regions

e Describe characteristics of a region of the US, including natural resources, climate, geographic
features, and agriculture products

e Reflect upon evidence from a variety of sources to draw conclusions about what makes each region of
the US unique

e Describe how humans depend on and interact with the environment

Module 3: How can we use natural resources responsibly?

Students explore how humans rely on natural resources in every aspect of daily life. They determine which
resources are renewable and which are nonrenewable, and look at how they influence a region’s economic
activities. Students connect to the broader investigation of sustainability by examining challenges related to
the use of resources. Then, they develop a claim about how they can be used more responsibly.

Module Objectives:

e |dentify and differentiate between renewable and nonrenewable resources
e Investigate how humans use and rely on natural resources
e Describe challenges and benefits related to the use of a specific resource



e Describe how humans impact, and are impacted by, availability of natural resources
e Use evidence to construct a claim about responsible use of a resource

Module 4: What affects the balance between humans and the environment?

Students continue their investigation into sustainability by using historical and contemporary case studies to
examine the causes and impacts of natural resource scarcity. They learn about the Dust Bowl of the 1930s and
water scarcity by exploring a range of sources. Furthermore, students are challenged to think critically about
the sources they encounter, asking themselves, “How does this source support my investigation goals?”

Module Objectives:

e Analyze an historical event (the Dust Bowl) through the lens of sustainability

e |dentify and describe contributing factors and outcomes of events related to historical and
contemporary case studies (like the Dust Bowl)

e Evaluate the strengths and limitations of a variety of sources

Module 5: What actions support sustainability?

Students investigate actions that individuals, communities, and industries can take to promote sustainability.
Students conclude this module reviewing the key learning from the Inquiry to help them prepare to take
action. They work together to develop an Inquiry Challenge Statement that describes the action they will take,
the product they will create, the people they will affect, and the goals they will work toward in the Action
Module.

Module Objectives:

e Describe actions that individuals, industries, and communities have taken to promote sustainability

e Draw connections between these actions and sustainability (by balancing needs of humans and the
environment, or present and future needs)

e Generate ideas about challenges and opportunities related to use of resources and sustainability

Module 6: Take Informed Action

Students shift focus in this module, using the conclusions and key findings from their investigation to impact
the world beyond their classroom. The lessons guide students through the stages of the design process,
including brainstorming and developing their ideas, creating a prototype, evaluating and improving their work
based on feedback, and preparing to share the work publicly. Finally, they reflect on the knowledge and skills
they developed during the Inquiry.

Module Objectives:

e Draw ondisciplinary concepts to explain opportunities for addressing local, regional, or global
problems

e Generate, evaluate, and implement ideas to act on civic challenges in the school or wider community,
and predict possible results of those actions

e Use arange of deliberative and democratic procedures to make decisions about effective courses of
action

e Take ownership of work in terms of quality, degree of challenge, revision, and completion



