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Global Connections
How can we act as global citizens?
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Module 1: Launch the Inquiry

Students begin the Inquiry with an engaging, thought-provoking activity to hook them into the inquiry process.
They are introduced to the Inquiry Question and their initial InvestigationQuestions begin to surface. No
pre-teaching is required for students to start the Inquiry.

ModuleObjectives:

● Identify personal connections to places around the world
● Generatemeaningful questions about being part of the global community
● Differentiate between closed-ended and open-ended questions

Module 2:Where in theworld arewe?

Students learn howmaps are used to identify location, direction, and distance. They solvemap riddles using
clues about relative location, explore how latitude and longitude are used to determine absolute location, and
investigate the names, locations, and geographic features of the continents.

ModuleObjectives:

● Explain howmaps and globes show location, distance, and direction
● Identify and usemap features (compass rose, legend, scale, grid system)
● Represent and describe absolute and relative locations of local andworld communities
● Analyzemaps and texts to gather geographic information
● Explain how location influences geographic features of regions

Module 3: How does geography shape culture?

How does where you live impact how you live? Students analyzemaps, photos, and text to identify the physical
and human characteristics of a country and thenwrite a Travel Plan that reflects what they have learned about
how geography shapes culture in a location.

ModuleObjectives:

● Analyzemaps and images tomake concrete observations about physical characteristics
● Analyze text, maps, and images to infer the relationship between physical and human characteristics
● Make reasoned claims about the relationship between geography and culture
● Givemeaningful critique feedback



Module 4: How arewe connected to the global community throughwhatwe
produce and consume?

Students explore how things they use every day come from all over the globe. They learn about trade,
specialization, and interdependence as they investigate why certain things are produced close to homewhile
other things come from far away. They discover that natural resources provide rawmaterials and trace the
journeys of how they become final products. Throughout, students uncover howwe are connected to the
global community throughwhat we produce and consume.

ModuleObjectives:

● Explain howwe are connected to the global community through the things we produce and consume
● Describe where rawmaterials are found and how they become finished products
● Explain that people cannot produce everything they want (specialization) and depend on tradewith

others tomeet needs andwants (interdependence)
● Identify the natural resources and industries of their own state

Module 5: How can I play a part in the global community?

Students explore the concepts of globalization and cultural diffusion to discover howwe are connected to
people and places near and far through the spread of ideas, goods, and culture. They conclude this module by
reviewing key learning from the Inquiry to help them prepare to take action. They work together to develop an
Inquiry Challenge Statement that describes the action they will take, the product they will create, the people
they will affect, and the goals they will work toward in the ActionModule.

ModuleObjectives:

● Identify factors that contribute to the spread of people, goods, and ideas (globalization)
● Name and describe examples of cultural diffusion
● Describe how andwhy the global community is interconnected
● Draw conclusions about the responsibilities of global citizens
● Reflect upon findings to identify important ideas to share, problems to address, and solutions that their

Inquiry Product might provide

Module 6: Take InformedAction

Students shift focus in this module, using the conclusions and key findings from their investigation to impact
the world beyond their classroom. The lessons guide students through the stages of the design process,
including brainstorming and developing their ideas, creating a prototype, evaluating and improving their work
based on feedback, and preparing to share the work publicly. Finally, they reflect on the knowledge and skills
they developed during the Inquiry.

ModuleObjectives:

● Draw on disciplinary concepts to explain opportunities for addressing local, regional, or global
problems

● Generate, evaluate, and implement ideas to act on civic challenges in the school or wider community,
and predict possible results of those actions

● Use a range of deliberative and democratic procedures tomake decisions about effective courses of
action

● Take ownership of work in terms of quality, degree of challenge, revision, and completion
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