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Our Changing Landscape
How can we respond to our changing landscape?
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Module 1: Launch the Inquiry

Students begin the Inquiry with an engaging, thought-provoking activity to hook them into the inquiry process.
They are introduced to the Inquiry Question and their initial InvestigationQuestions begin to surface. No
pre-teaching is required for students to start the Inquiry.

ModuleObjectives:

● Identify natural and human-made features of landscapes
● Compare landscapes from the past and present to describe changes over time

Module 2:What do sources tell us about the landscape?

Students examine a variety of sources to explore their landscape. They identify the geographic features of
their state, connect everyday items back to their origins as natural resources, and explore how geography,
including climate andweather, impacts their lives. Then, they consider how andwhy landscapes have changed
over time.

ModuleObjectives:

● Analyze a variety of types of maps to identify geographic features
● Describe geographic features of the local state or region
● Describe natural resources and how they are used, including those of the state or region
● Describe the climate of the state or region and how it affects daily life

Module 3: How do humans depend on the environment?

Students explore how people depend on natural resources tomeet their needs for food, water, shelter, and air.
They look at how natural features determine which resources people can access and how easily they can
access them. By focusing onmeeting needs, they begin to build a framework to understand how changes to the
landscape are sometimes necessary for survival.

ModuleObjectives:

● Describe basic survival needs of living things (food, water, shelter, and air)
● Identify natural resources, including air, sunlight, water, and resources from the land (soil, rock, wood)
● Describe ways that humans use available natural resources tomeet their basic needs
● Explain how access to natural resources impacts way of life



Module 4:What happenswhen humansmodify the landscape?

Students examine howmodifications to the land can both help and hurt the environment. They investigate a
variety of humanmodifications to the landscape to understand their purpose. Then, they explore how
population growth and urbanization impact the landscape, ultimately building an understanding that some
changes to the landscape aremade not just for survival but also to accommodate growth.

ModuleObjectives:

● Describe some humanmodifications to the landscape
● Explain how andwhy humansmodify their environment
● Describe benefits, challenges, and consequences related tomodifications to the landscape

Module 5: How do peoplework to solve problems in the landscape?

Students explore how individuals have taken action in response to challenges brought about by human
modifications to the landscape. They conclude this module by reviewing key learning from the Inquiry to help
them prepare to take action. They work together to develop an Inquiry Challenge Statement that describes the
action they will take, the product they will create, the people they will affect, and the goals they will work
toward in the ActionModule.

ModuleObjectives:

● Use case studies to investigate how communities address challenges in their landscape or
surroundings

● Describe steps people can take to help address local, regional, or global problems related to the
landscape

● Identify challenges and opportunities related to the local landscape

Module 6: Take InformedAction

Students shift focus in this module, using the conclusions and key findings from their investigation to impact
the world beyond their classroom. The lessons guide students through the stages of the design process,
including brainstorming and developing their ideas, creating a prototype, evaluating and improving their work
based on feedback, and preparing to share the work publicly. Finally, they reflect on the knowledge and skills
they developed during the Inquiry.

ModuleObjectives:

● Draw on disciplinary concepts to explain opportunities for addressing local, regional, or global
problems

● Generate, evaluate, and implement ideas to act on civic challenges in the school or wider community,
and predict possible results of those actions

● Use a range of deliberative and democratic procedures tomake decisions about effective courses of
action

● Take ownership of work in terms of quality, degree of challenge, revision, and completion
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