Our Special Location

How can we help others appreciate our special location?

Module 1: Launch the Inquiry

Students begin the Inquiry with an engaging, thought-provoking activity to hook them into the inquiry process.
They are introduced to the Inquiry Question and their initial Investigation Questions begin to surface. No
pre-teaching is required for students to start the Inquiry.

Module Objectives:

e Identify characteristics of their special location
e Recognize key vocabulary for the Inquiry, with support

Module 2: How can we show others where we are?

Students investigate maps as tools for finding and showing their location in different ways, including as part of
their city, state, and country. They learn basic map skills, with a focus on using symbols to represent specific
features of the community. After exploring different map types and purposes, students use their growing
knowledge of maps and map symbols to create a representation of an important place within their community.

Module Objectives:

e Recognize that maps can be used to locate and identify places

e Locate, describe, and represent the community as part of a larger region (ex. community < state <
country)

e Create and use map symbols, including cardinal directions

Identify various map types and purposes

e Read and construct simple maps

Module 3: How does the environment shape life here?

Students investigate what is special about their physical environment. They learn to recognize, name, and
represent different types of landforms and bodies of water. Then, they explore how people respond and adapt
to the local climate. Students reflect on how these factors influence the way people live in local and distant
communities. Finally, they create a Postcard to represent how these factors shape their own lives in their
location.

Module Objectives:

e Identify, describe, and represent landforms and bodies of water
e Describe the climate of various regions, including their own



e Explain how places, including their own location, are distinctive because of their physical
characteristics

e Draw reasoned conclusions about how environment shapes daily life

e Create representations of the local environment

Module 4: How does our community meet our needs and wants?

Students investigate how different types of communities are organized. They identify important places in the
community where they can meet their needs and wants through buying goods and services. Students
investigate products available in their region, and how these and other goods connect them to local and distant
places. Finally, they create a representation of ways that needs and wants are met in their community.

Module Objectives:

Describe characteristics of urban, suburban, and rural communities

Distinguish how goods and services help people meet their needs and wants

Identify local goods and services and those that are produced elsewhere

Describe why people in one region trade goods and services with people in other regions
Identify and represent ways that needs and wants are met in their own community

Module 5: How do people make our community special?

Students investigate roles, relationships, and examples of interdependence among people in a community to
identify important contributions that people make within their own community. Students conclude this module
by reviewing the key learning from the Inquiry to help them prepare to take action. They work together to
develop an Inquiry Challenge Statement that describes the action they will take, the product they will create,
the people they will affect, and the goals they will work toward in the Action Module.

Module Objectives:

Explain various ways that people participate in and contribute to their communities

Draw a conclusion about a contribution they make to their community

Give examples to identify how actions, relationships, and roles contribute to community culture
Make an evidence-based claim about how people make their location special

Module 6: Take Informed Action

Students shift focus in this module, using the conclusions and key findings from their investigation to impact
the world beyond their classroom. The lessons guide students through the stages of the design process,
including brainstorming and developing their ideas, creating a prototype, evaluating and improving their work
based on feedback, and preparing to share the work publicly. Finally, they reflect on the knowledge and skills
they developed during the Inquiry.

Module Objectives:

e Draw ondisciplinary concepts to explain opportunities for addressing local, regional, or global
problems

e Generate, evaluate, and implement ideas to act on civic challenges in the school or wider community,
and predict possible results of those actions

e Use arange of deliberative and democratic procedures to make decisions about effective courses of
action



e Take ownership of work in terms of quality, degree of challenge, revision, and completion



