Families Near and Far

How can we bring families together to form stronger
communities?

Module 1: Launch the Inquiry

Students begin the Inquiry with an engaging, thought-provoking activity to hook them into the inquiry process.
They are introduced to the Inquiry Question and their initial Investigation Questions begin to surface. No
pre-teaching is required for students to start the Inquiry.

Module Objectives:

e Compare and contrast perspectives
e Generate meaningful questions about families
e Differentiate between closed-ended and open-ended questions

Module 2: How are families similar and different?

Students develop their ability to compare and contrast through an exploration of family characteristics. They
learn to appreciate the aspects that their families have in common with other families, alongside the ones that
make their families unique, thus forming a basis for understanding how a community can be strengthened by
the presence of many different kinds of families.

Module Objectives:

e Describe how families are similar and different
e Represent their own family in words and images
e Recognize and appreciate that there are many different ways to be a family

Module 3: Why do families share traditions?

Students explore a variety of family traditions and develop an inclusive definition of “tradition” as a class. They
identify and appreciate their own unique family traditions, and explore how traditions connect us to people,
places, and the past. Then, they reflect upon how traditions can bring families and communities closer
together.

Module Objectives:

Identify and describe traditions

Analyze evidence from multiple sources

Describe and reflect on personal family traditions

Explain how traditions can help us understand and connect to our families, cultures, and communities



Module 4: How can family members take care of one another?

Students explore how family members care for one another and the roles they play in meeting shared needs
and wants. They explore the different roles and responsibilities family members can have and reflect upon
their own unique family roles and responsibilities. As students learn to value all of the ways that the people in
our families contribute to our overall well-being, they are better able to see how families are the building
blocks for stronger communities.

Module Objectives:

e |dentify the different roles and responsibilities people may have in a family
e Recognize the difference between needs and wants
e Describe how family members meet one another’s needs and wants

Module 5: What does diversity bring to our community?

Students explore the value of living in diverse communities and examine how families with different
structures, traditions, cultures, and backgrounds can work together to make their communities stronger.
Students conclude this module by reviewing the key learning from the Inquiry to help them prepare to take
action. They develop an Inquiry Challenge Statement that describes the action they will take, the product they
will create, the people they will affect, and the goals they will work toward in the Action Module.

Module Objectives:

e Explain how differences are valuable

e Explain how people can respond to differences (by causing conflict or welcoming new and positive
experiences)

e |dentify challenges and opportunities for action

Module 6: Take Informed Action

Students shift focus in this module, using the conclusions and key findings from their investigation to impact
the world beyond their classroom. The lessons guide students through the stages of the design process,
including brainstorming and developing their ideas, creating a prototype, evaluating and improving their work
based on feedback, and preparing to share the work publicly. Finally, they reflect on the knowledge and skills
they developed during the Inquiry.

Module Objectives:

e Draw ondisciplinary concepts to explain opportunities for addressing local, regional, or global
problems

e Generate, evaluate, and implement ideas to act on civic challenges in the school or wider community,
and predict possible results of those actions

e Use arange of deliberative and democratic procedures to make decisions about effective courses of
action

e Take ownership of work in terms of quality, degree of challenge, revision, and completion



